
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

WEST SEAHORSE-3 TEMPORARILY 

ABANDONED WELL  

WARDIE-1 ABANDONED WELL 

Invitation to Comment  

 

  

 

SUMMARY  

Carnarvon Hibiscus Pty Limited (CHPL), a wholly owned subsidiary of Hibiscus Petroleum Berhad (Hibiscus 

Petroleum), is the titleholder of retention license VIC/RL17 (formerly production license VIC/L31) in eastern 

Bass Strait. The West Seahorse-3 (WSH-3) well is located within this license area and is temporarily 

abandoned (suspended). The Wardie-1 well also lies within this permit, (approximately 2.8m distance from 

WSH-3) and is abandoned with a short section of surface conductor remaining approximately 2m above the 

seabed.  

Both wells were originally drilled in 2008 by 3D Oil Limited (3D Oil) and temporarily abandoned / abandoned 

in accordance with international standards. There have been no further works on WSH-3 or Wardie-1 since 

this time.  

In accordance with its obligations under the Commonwealth Offshore Petroleum and Greenhouse Gas 

Storage Act 2006 (OPGGS Act), CHPL developed an Environment Plan (EP) to continue the non-production 

operations phase of WSH-3 until such time that it is completed as a producing well or it is permanently 

abandoned.  

CHPL is now revising this EP to include the remaining Wardie-1 surface conductor and to permanently 

abandon and fully decommission both wells and is seeking to engage with relevant persons whose functions, 

interests or activities may be affected by the existence of the WSH-3 suspended well, or the Wardie-1 

abandoned well. 

 

https://aventusconsulting.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40f362fab2486103a8729be71&id=9a65e71847&e=7061c6bbc1


 

     LOCATION 

  

The WSH-3 wellhead is located in eastern Bass Strait approximately 13 km off the Gippsland coast in a 

water depth of 39.5 m (see location map below). Wardie-1 is adjacent to WSH-3 approximately 2.8m 

away. 

 



The WSH-3 well coordinates are:  

Latitude: 38° 12’ 24.9422” S (5,771,044.135 N) 

Longitude: 147° 37’ 09.8649” E (554,229.358 E). 

The Wardie-1 well coordinates are:  
Latitude: 38° 12’ 24.881” S (5,771,046.028 N) 
Longitude: 147° 37’ 09.793” E (554,227.625 E). 

 

 

 

WELL HISTORY  

WSH-3 and Wardie-1 were originally drilled by 3D Oil in early 2008 in the then Exploration Permit VIC/P57.  

The objectives of the WSH-3 well were to appraise and develop the oil-bearing sandstones of the Latrobe 

Group in the West Seahorse field, originally discovered by drilling the West Seahorse-1 well in 1981. The 

well confirmed the presence of oil in a high-quality reservoir.  

Following completion of the well, WSH-3 was successfully temporarily abandoned in early May 2008 in 

accordance with international well integrity standards, which involved the installation and testing of four 

cement plugs to prevent any hydrocarbons flowing to surface. A temporary abandonment cap was installed 

over the conductor casing and protrudes 2 m above the seabed and measures approximately 1.1 m in 

diameter (see image below). This cap is designed to prevent damage to the wellhead from marine growth 

and third-party activities (such as trawler drag or anchor drop).  

Wardie-1 was a deviated exploration well drilled immediately following WSH-3 from an adjacent slot and the 

wells are approximately 2.8 m apart. The main objectives were the Eocene sandstones intersected in the 

West Seahorse oil field. Results indicated the potential recoverable oil volume was not considered significant 

enough to justify suspension of the well. Wardie-1 was successfully plugged and abandoned in May 2008 

in accordance with international standards for well integrity. Despite numerous attempts the conductor could 

not be pulled free. As a result the landing string was backed out and released casing pulled to surface. The 

30” conductor remains in-situ approximately 3 m above the seabed. Given its location, Wardie-1 is 

incorporated into the associated Safety Zone for WSH-3. 

Since CHPL’s acquisition of VIC/L31, there have been no further works on either well. The WSH-3 wellhead 

remains temporarily abandoned in place until such time as it is permanently abandoned, and the Wardie-1 

conductor remains approximately 2.8 m from WSH-3 and 2.8 m above the seabed. 



 

 

 

 

  

WSH-3 well and temporary abandonment cap / Wardie1 Conductor Stub 

 

 

 

 

THE TITLEHOLDER  

Hibiscus Petroleum is Malaysia’s first listed independent oil and gas exploration and production company 

and is headquartered in Kuala Lumpur. Its key activities are focused on monetising producing oilfields and 

growing its portfolio of development and production assets.  

CHPL acquired the VIC/P57 permit in December 2012 and successfully applied for a Production Licence 

(VIC/L31) over a portion of the block holding the West Seahorse Field, which was granted by the National 

Offshore Petroleum Titles Authority (NOPTA) in December 2013. In September 2014 CHPL purchased 3D 

Oil’s share in the permit. CHPL has since been the 100% titleholder and Operator of VIC/L31. CHPL 

successfully applied for a Retention Lease (VIC/RL17) which was granted in November 2021 

 

 



 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS AND REGULATORY APPROVALS  

CHPL is cognisant of the ecological and socio-economic values of the Gippsland marine environment and 

has developed an EP for submission to the National Offshore Petroleum Safety and Environmental 

Management Authority (NOPSEMA) which was accepted in 2019. The EP described the known and 

potential impacts and risks on the environment of the well and detail control measures to manage these 

impacts and risks. CHPL is revising the EP to include the Wardie-1 conductor stub. 

CHPL will be undertaking a vessel-based campaign to sever both conductors at or below the seabed and 

remove them from location. They will be returned to an onshore supply base, cleaned, and recycled or 

disposed as per best industry practice. They are made from steel and other than some possible marine 

growth, no other materials are included. 

A 300-m radius Petroleum Safety Zone (PSZ) (0.283 km2) has been in place around the well since 2008, 

and this is the defined operations area for this activity. The risk of a vessel based marine diesel oil (MDO) 

spill has been assessed and preliminary modelling has shown under worst case scenario conditions that the 

majority contents of any marine diesel oil spill would be fully adsorbed into the water column or evaporated 

and limited particles would make landfall. Stringent operating practices and preventative measure limit the 

likelihood of any MDO spill to be extremely low during the proposed operations and further mitigating 

strategies limit the potential volume of any potential spill. 

The impacts arising as a result of the abandonment operations phase are limited to those associated with 

the physical presence of the WSH-3 well (and the temporary abandonment cap), the Wardie-1 surface 

conductor, and the associated PSZ (such as the exclusion of trawling activity in this PSZ), and very low-

level impact of an MDO spill contacting the shore line should the operating vessel be involved in a collision.  

 

 

 

STAKEHOLDER CONSULTATION  

Under the OPGGS Act and associated environmental regulations, the operator of an activity must engage 

with ‘relevant persons’ (i.e., government agencies, organisations and individuals) whose functions, interests 

or activities may be affected by an offshore petroleum activity.  

You have been identified as a potential relevant person for this activity. The purpose of this email is to inform 

you of the presence of WSH-3 and Wardie-1 conductor, establish a communication channel and determine 

whether you may be impacted by the presence of the well or the proposed decommissioning activities. 

Accordingly, CHPL invites your comments on the existence of this suspended well and surface conductor 

to enable it to fully consider the potential impacts of this activity, which will assist in refining the control 

measures in the revised EP that aim to protect the environment and minimise disruption to marine users.  

https://aventusconsulting.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40f362fab2486103a8729be71&id=878e469db2&e=7061c6bbc1


 

Should CHPL not receive a response from you in the coming weeks, we will endeavour to re-make contact 

with you to solicit your views. Please note that you may request that any information you provide during the 

consultation be not published in the revised EP. 

If you would like further information about CHPL’s WSH-3 and Wardie-1 suspended well operations or would 

like to provide feedback on how your functions, interests or activities may be affected by the well, please 

contact us using the details provided below. The revised EP for this activity will be re-submitted in November 

2023.  

 

 

 

 

 

CONTACT DETAILS  

Brad Girdwood 

Drilling and Project Environmental Advisor 

Exceed Australasia 

girdwood,b@xcd.com 

0429 059 078 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

mailto:g.pinzone@aventusconsulting.com.au?subject=WSH-3%20EP%20Stakeholder%20Feedback

